
By MELODY WREN
Special to The CJN

The Riviera Maya in Mexico is known for its white sand 
beaches, natural caves and craters. The Google Earth image of 
the Yucatan Peninsula shows it has more than 8,000 craters, 
which makes it look like a large chunk of Swiss cheese. 

I spent a few days in the Yucatan Peninsula recently. 
Exploring the caves, with their underground rivers, was 
one of the highlights of my trip, along with shopping for 
silver jewelry. 

The cenotes, or sinkholes, found in the Yucatan Peninsula 
are sunken caves, the rarest of all types of caves and one of 
the great natural treasures of Mexico. The extensive network 
of caves and subterranean rivers are among the longest and 
largest in the world. 

The group I was travelling with explored Rio Secreto, the 
longest continuous chain of underground rivers, caves and 
cenotes in the Riviera Maya. Rio Secreto was discovered 
only four years ago, when a man was digging in his garden 
and found an opening to 15 kilometres of underground caves, 
with 12 different natural cenotes spread over 45 hectares. 
After some excavation, Rio Secreto opened to the public, 
only 1-1/2 years ago. 

To get to Rio Secreto, we hiked through the jungle to the 
man-made opening of the caves and ventured into the dark-
ness. With only our headlamps to guide us in such ink-black 
darkness, it was tricky to avoid grabbing the odd stalagmite 
to stay balanced, but I knew if I broke one off, there would be 
trouble, as the hundreds of thousands of sparkling stalagmites 
and stalactites are tens of thousands of years old. 

Stalactites the length of extension cords hung from the 

cave ceilings, almost touching the bottom. I expected the 
caves to smell damp or of mildew, but they didn’t smell of 
anything at all. There was no distraction from the spectacular 
and surreal scene of stalactites dripping from the  high ceil-
ings and walls, and stalagmites standing at attention on the 
floors of the caves. 

Hiking led to wading through the first shallow cenote. 
Again, I had to watch my footing over paths littered with 
limestone ledges, chunks and boulders. Then we approached 
an incredibly narrow opening, made smaller and tighter by a 
low ceiling. We swam through the opening, heads hung down 
to avoid the low ceiling, paddling as efficiently as possible, 
as it was approximately 14 metres deep.
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COMPARE
 APPLES to APPLES

All-inclusive deluxe hotels
• More days of sightseeing 

• More meals 
• A true family itinerary 

www.israelfamilytours.com

The BEST 
Family Tours in 

North America!!!
Call us for Recent

References
Bar/Bat Mitzvah

Ceremony Included

 or call Kathy ext. 345

wiNTER 2010
Dec. 16 - Dec. 30

Dec. 19 - Jan. 2/11

June 27 - July 11
July 4 - July 18 
July 18 - Aug. 1
Aug. 1 - Aug. 15 
Aug. 15 - Aug. 29
Aug. 22 - Sept. 5

SuMMER 2010
INNOVATIVE ITINERARIES

& GREAT PRICES!
No one is more experienced

than we are!
Call Ehud Ext. 322

PRiVATE CuSTOM 
TOuRS

For more tours & to book visit:
www.peerlesstravel.com

Air Canada online

Don’t book with anyone else
before talking to us first!

BEST AiRFARE
TO iSRAEL

israel Tour,
Jun. 26 - Jul. 5, 2010

Led by: Rabbi Danny Gotlieb
Call: Ari Ext. 415

Temple Kol Ami

A Unique Heath and Wellness Mission

Oct. 7 - 19, 2010

Call: Kathy Ext. 345

Magen David Adom

MARCh BREAK
Mar. 9 - Mar. 20
PASSOVER

April 16 - April 30

SPECiAL BuSiNESS CLASS

$2599FROM

TO TEL AViV

+TAX

Travel

Exploring caves and shopping in Riviera Maya
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ANBER MOVING
& STORAGE

Make the right move. 
Family operated. Reliable.

Affordable. Lic. Ass. Caring.
Local, Long Distance. 

MTL - TOR - VAN - NY - FLA

(514) 735-8148
www.anbermoving&storage
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
Montreal Section

SUMMER TRAVEL FESTIVAL DAY TRIPS
Ottawa-July 08

Festival de Lanaudière-July 11
Saratoga Ballet-July 15

Upper Canada Playhouse-July 21
Piggery Theatre-July 29

Lac Brome Theatre-Aug. 05
Festival de Lanaudiere-Aug. 08

Upper Canada Playhouse-Aug. 11
Quebec City-Aug. 19

Brockville Arts Centre-Aug. 26

For info or to register, call 514-733-7589

The cenotes or sinkholes found in the Yucatan Peninsula 
are sunken caves, which are the rarest of all types of caves, 
and are one of the great natural treasures of Mexico.

 [Melody Wren photos] A cigar shop in Playa Del Carmen 
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BOCA RATON REAL ESTATE 
OWNERS SAY WE MUST SELL!!! 

BOCA GROVE COUNTRY CLUB
2 BED 2 BATH CONDO 1568 SQ FT.

MARKET VALUE $150,000, ASKING $25,000
Boca Woods country cluB

2 bed plus den, 2 bath,
 reduced from $147,000, asking $110,000

9174 Glades Road Boca Raton, 
Florida 33434 561-414-3987

Fort Lauderdale/Pompano to Boca Raton
Starting at $50,000-3 Mo Rentals from $1600

Call Wieder Realty, Inc.
1-800-634-1265   www.Palm-Aire.com

SOUTH FLORIDA REAL ESTATE

*Skymark 55 – Zenith pent. - 2 bdrm. + sol,
2 baths., skylight, enclosed bsmt. locker, 
2 pkg. + extras. Priced well.

SANTEE REALTY INC. (BROKERAGE) 416-441-2003

SANTEE LEUNG, F.R.I., BROKER OF RECORD

DON MILLS & FINCH

Baton Raton, Century Village.
Two bedrooms, 1 1/2 bathrooms.
Newly renovated/furnished.
$65,000 US 514-601-5436.

Boca C-V 2, 1 1/2 , beautiful
reno'd, lakefront, main floor, 
glass enclosed porch, season 
US $1600/ month. 416-966-2234.

Huntington Lakes - Delray Beach.
Beautifully renovated condo 2br.
2 bath., 1400 sq. ft. elegantly 
furnished, 55 plus community, 
salt water pool, hot tub, gated
complex, 4 month seasonal 
rental $2500.00 monthly call 
collect 514-487-2015.

Beautiful apartment, Hollywood.
1400 square feet. Two split 
bedrooms, fully equipped, flat TV.
Panoramic view. Intercoastal 
facing beach. Minimum 2 weeks
summer; minimum 3 months 
winter. 514-824-0908.

Person to take charge! Capable
experienced caregiver (30 
years) seeking employment.
(Experienced in alzheimers, strokes
etc.) References available. 
613-632-8036; 514-770-2755.

Experienced companion will take
care of your loved ones at home,
nursing home or residence. Part
time. References. 514-692-0947;
514-678-0509.

Looking for an experienced 
caregiver to look after an 
elderly woman. Experience and
references required. Call Josiane,
daytime, 514-381-5941.

NEED A HELPING HAND?
Mature woman/companion with
car will help to make life easier.
(appointments, light cooking, etc.)
514-217-2055.

Dressmaker (formerly of Hugo
Nicholson and Lily Simon, Ogilvy’s)
Alterations and creations at 
your home. By appointment. Rina
514-389-5097.

PAINTING, WALLPAPERING,
CARPENTRY and GENERAL
REPAIRS. Samy 514-601-5436.
(No Saturday calls).

If you are going to Florida for 
3 months and would like to 
accompany me by car and train.
Call Phyllis. 450-688-4692 for
more information.

FLORIDA
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AVAILABLE
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Refurbished Appliances for
Sale. Like new, guaranteed.

Call 416-949-0734.

All kinds of electrical jobs. For
great service call Serge,
416-834-4312. Licensed.

Marcantonio Furniture Repair
Specializing in touchups.

Restoration & general repairs done
on premises. 416-654-0518.

Earl Bales Sr. Woodworkers.
Caning, chair repairs, regluing,
custom, reas. 416-630-6487.

MAHAN. Service, Repair and
Maintenance. Affordable. Fully
licensed. Res/Com. 647-299-7060.

Hardwood Floor sanding, stain-
ing, refinishing, new floors,
installation & repairs. Jules -
416-726-5338.

General Contractors for all your
renovations. Very experienced.
Great service. Reasonable rates.
SBConstruction. 416-834-4312.

HANDYMENCH. SHOWER
REPAIRS. Bath. & Kit. renov.,
cabinet reface, paint/tile. water
damage. Call 416-826-0574.

A-1 Handyman. Expert kitchen
repairs and refacing. New
kitchens and countertops,
plumbing and electrical. For free
estimate call 647-887-5075.

Decks: seal, stain.
Interlock: clean, seal, repair

416-822-0246

Best Prices!!! Best Quality!!! Best
Service!!! Home Improvements
& painting. Licensed & Bonded
Call Shlomo 416-804-1706.

Renovations, bath. & kit., tile &
drywall, painting. Refs. and insured.
Gigi 647-836-8206.

HANDYMAN
Plumbing/electrical/carpentry,
locks. Ephram. 416-630-3047.

Chimney rebuild & repair;
Flagstone, stone, brick work &
interlocking. 416-827-8397.

Odd jobs, small repairs, painting,
etc. Please call Fred at
416-420-8731.

Bathurst Concrete Home
Improvements Inc.

*Concrete stairs* Garage floors
*Sidewalks *Walkways *Water-
proofing and Brick Pointing

30 years experience, lic.

JOE AT 416-451-8956

Tallis bags and cushion covers
made from your needlepoint.
Miriam Hess, 416-789-0285.

Simple Computer Lessons
Beginner skills made easy
on computers. For Appt., Call
Janice 416-806-0278.

395 ELECTRICAL

405 FURNITURE

G&MMoving and Storage. Apts.,
homes, offices. Short notice. Large
or small. We carry supplies.
905-738-4030.

srmmovers2009@hotmail.com
A-1 Short Notice. Insured. Home,
apt, office, bus. 416-747-7082.

Prof. painting/paper-hanging
416-667-9869 or 905-762-1657
Jacob. No Shabbos calls.

MILE’S PAINTING
16 yrs. experience. Interior
and exterior. Professional work,
reasonable rates. References upon
request. MILE 416-303-3276.

Bargain Painter/Handyman,
apts., houses,offices. Alex,
416-633-5973.

Painting, res., commercial,
interior/exterior. Ceramic Tile
& Drywall. Reasonable. FREE
ESTIMATES.PAINTHOUSEENT.
416-459-1383.

Our “UNIQUE” 3 Foot Photo
Puzzle of your Child...
your “alternative” to the
Candlelighting Ceremony. Your
“Precious Memories” deserve
the best. We’ll transfer your
Movies, Slides and Videos
to DVD. Fred: 416-229-6000;
Toll-free 1-877-847-1263; email:
frednelson@madisonvideo.tv

Bathurst Upholstery. Reuphol-
stering sofas, chairs. Lowprices
416-781-1995, 905-886-3148.

445 MOVING

510 UPHOLSTERY

450 PAINTING/
WALLPAPER

455 PHOTOGRAPHY
/VIDEO

Nanny, Housekeeper, elderly
care, NO fee to employer,
Filipino from Israel, Singapore &
Hong Kong & from the islands.
Live in/out, screening guar. Call
416-733-3915.

Reliable, hardworking and expe-
rienced caregivers available.
Please call 416-546-5380.

Caregivers/Nannies/Housekeepers
Filipino, Local & Europe. Live in/
live out. 416-932-3042.

Del's Cleaning Service, we can
clean houses, renovation clean
up, and after cleaning. Call
416-743-4174/416-710-0408.

Exper., mature, reliable PSW w/
20 yrs. exper. avail. for elder care
f/t or p/t, live out. 416-768-5587.

Woman w/cert., 14 yrs. exper.
avail. for elderly at home or
nursing home. Days/Nights.
416-240-1513.

Polish cleaning lady avail. Will
clean your house, apt. or office
416-901-7028.

Experienced, pleasant live-in and
live-out caregivers and cleaning
ladies. Low cost. 416-665-8674.

Full or part-time caregiver for
elderly. Avail. eves. & weekends.
Driver's license. 647-280-9435.

Caregiver needed for elderly
woman in Scarborough. Call
416-781-6336.

PSW's, Nanny's, Housekeepers
available D'S Selective Placement
647-351-1222 or 416-885-3582.

LOOTS PARTY STORES INC.
looking for working partner to
franchise retail and entertainment
concept. loots@rogers.com,
Attn: David Leese.

Seeking exper. sales person
for upscale midtown jewellery
store. Mon-Sat., no evgs.
Call 416-587-8502 or email:
lgoldhart@rogers.com.

Let me find you your perfect
match! For all ages. Call Tova at
647-895-3371.

Tall, attractive man, in his early
50's, full head of hair, serious-
minded and stable, financially
secure, looking for a religious,
nice looking woman in her early
to mid 40's. Interested in books,
who values lifelong learning, enjoys
music, theatre, movies and plays.
416-633-3928.

Seeking Holocaust/Shoah,
Founding of Israel, Ghetto,
Camp, Pogrom documents,
letters & papers for historical
preservation. Ben. Discretion
assured. 416-890-9644.
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Replying to an ad
with a

CJN Box Number?
Address your mail to:
The Canadian
Jewish News

1500 Don Mills Rd.
Suite 205

North York, Ont.
M3B 3K4

Don’t forget to put
the Box Number on

your envelope.

CJN Box #’s are valid
for 30 days.
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Bathurst/Lawrence. Furn'd.,
5 bdrm., 2.5 bth. house, private
drive, 12 mos. rental, close to
schools, shuls. $3000/month.
Avail. Aug. 1/10. 416-785-9739.

Conservatory-333 Clark, lrge.
PH, 3 bdr., 2.5 bth., lrge. kit.,
huge terr., marble & hrdwd.
905-881-8380.

150 Neptune Drive PH. Fully
loadedwith all amens. Fully reno'd.,
lrg., spac., 3 bed., 2 full bth., CAC,
2 balcs. w/stunning views, lots of
closet space. Sabbath elevator,
outdr. pool/tennis crt., gym, sauna,
5 top-of-the-line appl. (all kosher).
$1750/mo. incl. underground
prkng. & digital cable. David
416-543-6843.

Bath/Centre, bright, sunny 1 bdr
+ den, 1.5 bth., wsher/dryer,
dsh-wshr., lckr., pkg., cable TV incl.,
walking dist to public transit, steps
from WalMart & Promenade.
$1400./mo. Call 416-779-3333.

SUMMER RENTAL REQUEST
TO fam of 7, now living in Israel,
to visit Toronto fr. July 25-Aug 15.
Looking to rent house/lge. apt.,
furn. or unfurn. Bath-Wilson-
Lawrence area. Would also
consider house swap w/our
4 bdm. apt. in J'lem. Pls.
contact asap-Moshe Zeldman,
mzeldman@gmail.com, or call
Sarah at 416-780-9548.

Bathurst/Wilson. Large 2 bdrm.
bsmnt. apt., steps to TTC/
shopping. Sep. entrance. No pets.
No smkng. 416-256-3905.

Belle Ewart Lakefront. Reno'd.
4 bed., A/C, lrg. gazebo, shul, eruv,
kosher, gorgeous, bch., cove, dock,
Shom. Shab. only.416-780-8000.

Newly renov. cottage on Lake
Muskoka, 4 bdrs. + 2.5 bths.,
boathouse with liv. quarters,
boat slip, children-friendly water,
close to Camp Shalom & Taboo
Resort. 416-880-7925 or email:
solly@aviationunlimited.com

Gravenhurst,Wapaska Estates,
be part of a community on
LakeMuskoka, large playground,
nice beach, tennis courts, park
nearby, close to city, avail. for
summer short or long term.
416-742-5061 or 647-282-5061.

Orillia - 5 bdrm., 2 bth., lakefront.
Modern, 3 boats, A/C, no pets,
no smokers. 416-665-8674.

Belle Ewart, lkfrnt., beautif. view,
4 bdr., sandy bch., close to shuls,
avail. for summer. 3 mos. for price
of 2. Call 416-782-4590, lve. msg.

Lk. Muskoka, Gravenhurst,
3 bdr., 1 bth, lkefrnt., $1400/wk,
cable, phone, a/c, bbq, sandy
bch., etc. Add. info/pics. avail.
416-489-0111.

Lake Simcoe - Lux. 4 br. 3 bth.
Priv. beach. Fishing, boat, sauna,
7mins. Casinorama. 647-348-8203.

Boca Raton,Century Village. Two
bedrooms, 1 1/2 bathrooms. Newly
renovated/furnished. $65,000 US
514-601-5436.

Huntington Lakes - Delray Beach.
Beautifully renovated condo 2br.
2 bath., 1400 sq. ft. elegantly
furnished, 55 plus community,
salt water pool, hot tub, gated
complex, 4 month seasonal
rental $2500.00 monthly call
collect 514-487-2015.

Boca C-V 2, 1 1/2 , beautiful
reno'd, lakefront, main floor,
glass enclosed porch, season
US $1600/ month. 416-966-2234.
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At about the halfway point, our guide, Moses, told each 
of us to have a seat on a limestone ledge and instructed us 
to turn our headlamps off, plummeting us into the darkest 
silence I have ever experienced. Without a glimmer of 
light, it was darker than fresh tar. We continued to sit on 
the ledge, our feet dangling in the chilly water. I moved 
my feet slightly, as I lost all sense of space and time, and 
started to think I might actually be asleep, dreaming that 
I was in a womb-like cave. 

The Rio Secreto tour, which is approximately 1-1/2 
hours long, cost $49. It’s for small groups and it’s led 
by knowledgeable guides. I have claustrophobic tenden-
cies and had to persuade myself to participate. This was 
definitely one of the most exciting adventures I have ever 
been on.

As a complete contrast to the wonderful caves, why 
not go shopping for silver? There is nowhere like Fifth 
Avenue in nearby Playa Del Carmen. The entire street is 
brimming with jewelry – especially silver jewelry – cigar 
shops and cafés. Make sure to shop around to compare 
jewelry prices before you buy, as prices and quality differ 
enormously.  Don’t be afraid to haggle with the store 
owners. They expect it! 

The number of resorts in the Riviera Maya area is 
overwhelming, but many tourists choose the Eco Sandos 
Caracol Resort, near Playa Del Carmen, for its green ini-

tiatives. It’s the first certified “eco” resort in the area. 
The resort has been built to fit in with the jungle sur-
roundings. 

Located directly off the resort’s beach is the world’s 
second-largest living coral reef, the Meso-American 
Barrier Reef, a fascinating underwater environment ideal 
for snorkelling and scuba diving .

If you go: Rio Secreto nature reserve: www.riosecreto-
tours.com, +52-998-881-7121.

Eco Sandos Caracol Resort, Playa Del Carmen, www.
sandoshotels.com, +52-984-873-4444.

Visit www.playadelcarmen.com for information on 
other resorts, activities in the area. 

Temperature: Playa del Carmen has a subtropical 
climate, which means it’s almost always warm, or hot, 
with an average temperature of about 27 C, and high hu-
midity all year.

Air Canada offers direct flights to Cancun. A brief 
taxi ride from the airport will take you to the Playa Del 
Carmen area. 

Stalactites are over ten thousand years old 

By Rita poliakov
Staff Reporter

It’s finally happened. 
Drake, born Aubrey Graham, released his debut 

album, Thank Me Later, on June 15. 
Born in Toronto, the 23-year-old hip hop artist is 

Jewish and attended Toronto’s Forest Hill Collegiate 
Institute. He started off playing Jimmy Brooks on the 
CTV teen show Degrassi; The Next Generation and 
signed with Lil Wayne’s production company, Young 
Money Entertainment, in June 2009, several months 
after releasing his mixed tape, So Far Gone. And fans 
have been waiting for an album ever since.

According to Billboard and one-day sales figures, 
the album, which is expected to go multi-platinum, was 
projected to sell almost 500,000 copies in the United 
States during its first week, even after the album was 
leaked on the Internet before its release date.

While Thank Me Later, a 14-track album released 
by Young Money Entertainment/Cash Money Records, 
was supposed to come out in late 2009, it was post-
poned until this summer. 

The album’s songs have been compared to Kanye 
West’s style and reflect the struggles of fame, from 
fake friends to love problems. 

Drake CD 
finally released


