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The lure of Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic is 
that it has something for every visitor, whether you prefer 
a “fly and flop” holiday, not straying too far from the pool, 
or an active and adventurous one.   

The beaches are pristine, the locals are approachable, 
and opportunities for water sports, golfing and exploring 
abound. With constant summer temperatures and glori-
ous sunshine, the major attractions in the Dominican Re-
public are the beach and the pools sprinkled with tourists. 
The “Coconut Coast,” as some call it, has 34 kilometres of 
bleached sandy beaches, surrounded with massive palm 
and coconut trees, and the water has multiple shades of 
blue you imagine exists only on postcards. 

It is tempting when you go to an all-inclusive resort to 
simply stay put, but when visiting another country, why 
not find out something about it? 

The Dominican Republic has so much to offer – just 
take a day, get into the countryside, visit local sights and 
markets and chat to the locals.

The Dominican Republic is the world leader in the ex-
portation of high-quality tobacco, cigars being at the top 
of the list.  Even if you don’t indulge in cigars, touring the 
Don Lucas cigar factory is fascinating. 

 Two hundred cigars are made every day from differ-
ent blends and types of Dominican tobacco. The 14 cigar 
rollers use four or five different leaves to make one cigar, 
then place it in a mould for 30 minutes. 

Cigars used to be associated with old men, but now the 
factory’s main clients are 25 to 45 years of age. According 
to Carlos Borgus, who has been the factory’s manager for 
six years, the most expen-
sive and best box of cigars 
in the world is the Arturo 
Fuenta, however, he adds 
that “the best cigar is the 
one you like the most.” 

After watching the ci-
gar-making process, you 
can take the marble steps 
that lead to a gift shop sell-
ing cigars and cigar accou-
trements for all budgets, 
as well as Larimar jewelry, 
which is made from a rare 
blue variety of pectolite 
found only in the Domini-
can Republic. 

Check with your hotel 
about excursions that can 
be booked to local villages 
and mountains to see how 
local people live. Wander 
down the beaches and 
into villages to pick up au-
thentic handmade crafts at 
market stalls. 
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905.886.5610
800.294.1663
416.485.9455

7117 Bathurst St.,Just N.of Steeles, Thornhill, ON L4J 2J6 

info@peerlesstravel.com
www.peerlesstravel.com

FAMILY TOURS
COMPARE 

APPLES TO APPLES

DIRECT FLIGHT   from $363 +TAX
Must book by Nov. 10

ISRAEL WINTER SPECIAL
Jan. 11 - Mar. 17

ISRAEL 2012-13

APPLES TO APPLES

Inc. 5 star Hotels
 Eilat and Petra options
Call us for Recent References                                             

• Bar/Bat Mitzvah Ceremony Incl.
• A true family itinerary

• All-inclusive deluxe hotels
• More days of sightseeing

• More meals
WINTER 2012-13
Dec. 20-Jan 3
Dec. 23-Jan 6

www.israelfamilytours.com

Culinary Tour to Israel

MARCH BREAK 2013

PASSOVER 2013
Mar. 6-18

Mar. 20 - Apr. 4
Call Kathy:  Ext. 345

PRIVATE CUSTOM TOURS
•MOST Professional •MOST Innovative 
•BEST Itineraries •BEST value for $$

PRIVATE GUIDE & CAR from $499/Day
Don’t try to do it on your own!! BOOK WITH US AND SAVE!!

Community Mission 
Amazing & Innovative Itinerary!!!

May 8-20, 2013
With Eilat Extension
May 8-23, 2013
Call Kathy – Ext. 345

SUMMER 2013
June 30 - July 11

July 28 - Aug. 08

Aug. 4 - 15

Aug.18-29

NEW ITINERARIES &
LOWER PRICES

Led by
Rabbi Elyse Goldstein

Jewish Heritage
tour to China

Jun 9-23, 2013
Call Michelle at

416-485-9455 Ext. 26 for details

ALMOST
SOLD OUT!

Led by Rabbi Elyse Goldstein 
& Bonnie Stern

Feb 26- Mar, 7, 2013

Call Michelle
416-485-9455 Ext. 26 for details
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ANBER MOVING
& STORAGE

Make the right move.
Family operated. Reliable.

Affordable. Lic. Ass. Caring.
Local, Long Distance

MTL - TOR - VAN - NY - FLA
25 years in business

(514) 735-8148
www.anbermoving&storage

travel

Dominican Republic offers more than pristine beaches

Paradisus Palma Real [Melody Wren photos]
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In Bavaro is the Taino museum, where 

you can learn about the Taino people, who 
have a direct link to Christopher Colum-
bus. The living cave (mind the bats) report-
edly four million years old, according to our 
guide, is lined with cave drawings and effi-
gies perched on rocks. 

Amber and Larimar are the semiprecious 
stones that are associated with Dominican 
culture. Larimar is quickly disappearing 
and is currently available only from one 
mine on the island. Primarily in silver set-
tings, the stunning gems fluctuate in colour 

from turquoise to sky to volcanic blue. The 
Dominican Republic is one of the few coun-
tries in the world that has authentic amber. 

Where to stay: Luxury has a name and it 
is “Paradisus Palma Real.” 

Luxury is no longer for the elite, but cov-
ers many categories of people. I recently 
visited the Paradisus, which offers “Royal” 
service. Guests are treated like VIPs. They 
are supplied with cellphones that provide 
immediate contact to their personal but-
lers (shared with five other rooms). 

Everywhere you go to in the resort, there 
are different aromas. Unique blends of in-

cense and essential oils have soothing and 
refreshing scents, and change from area to 
area at the resort. 

The Royal suites are closest to the 
ocean and for adults only. Activities are 
plentiful: golf, diving lessons, hobie cats, 
and sailing. For the odd cloudy day when 
lying by the pool isn’t appealing, “life 
activities” are held every hour, includ-
ing painting classes, yoga, Pilates, rum 
tasting, cigar rolling and sushi making. 
Thinking of everything, the resort pro-
vides a free app for your smartphone 
or tablet (get it at the App Store) so you 
are not weighed down with paper maps, 
restaurant listings and schedules. It was 
invaluable in helping me find my way 
around the property as it is so vast. 

The sister hotel, “Paradisus Punta 
Cana,” has exactly the same services, with 
a more traditional Caribbean feel. 

Unique to the Paradisus resorts is a 
“Kidzone,” which is so much more than a 
place for children to play. Wee ones have 

the option to paint, make crafts out of re-
cycled materials, play ping-pong, fooze 
ball, bungie jump (yes, bungie jump) and 
go rock climbing. Upon your arrival at the 
Kidzone, a butler is assigned to accommo-
date your children. A cellphone allows par-
ents to ask a butler to pick up the little ones 
from the beach and take them to lunch in 
the Kidzone. And this is not just any lunch 
– miniature buffets scaled to size feature 
scrumptious-looking snacks. 

If you go: Direct flights from Toronto 
via Air Canada or Westjet take you to the 
small but upgraded Punta Cana Airport. 
Don’t be put off by huge lineups at im-
migration – crowds are whisked through 
quickly and orderly.

Weather to expect: Most of the Domini-
can Republic enjoys lovely tropical weath-
er all year round, with an average annual 
temperature around 25 C. There is a small 
variation between winter and summer 
months, November to April, with a reduc-
tion in humidity. 

Luxury is no longer for the elite
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Spice Route Cruise
April 17 - May 1, 2013

Sample the flavors of the Spice 
Route with Jewish Singles from 
around the world. Explore 
Singapore, Sri Lanka  and Southern 
India on the Azamara Journey.

Ship’s registry Malta/Ecuador 
www.amazingjourneys.net

412-571-0220
info@amazingjourneys.net

VaCationS foR 
JewiSh SingleS

ATTENTION BABY BOOMERS!
82°F & always Sunny! 

COME ON DOWN To South Florida
Wynmoor Country Club 55+

condos for sale - $30K-$130K
Dedicated to individuals who enjoy

an active (affordable) Lifestyle:
Executive Golf Course Tennis, Fit-

ness Center, Walking paths, Central 
Park like Setting, Theatre, Billiard/
Pool Room, 19 heated swimming 

pools, Sauna, Jacuzzi, Tennis, 
Bocce, over 300 clubs, Movies,

Cultural Events, Restaurant,
Courtesy Bus Service, in a friendly 

small town atmosphere gated 
guarded private community in the 
city of Coconut Creek just 6 miles

to Pompano Beach Atlantic Ocean
www.WynmoorCountryClub.com*  

CherylStein@BellSouth.net
*Wynmoor Real Estate

954-675-3700
“Don’t Make A Move Without Me!”

Delray Bch. condo, King's Pt.
2/2, comp. furn'd. Seas. $6K or
annual $9K. Call 850-893-6740.

Florida, Deerfield Beach Century
Village. Lge. BR condo 1 1/2
baths., Florida room. Avail from
Jan - 2013. Call 514-696-6535.

Enchanted Isle Resort
Hollywood Florida on the Ocean

Two weeks: 
Dec. 22 - Jan. 5, 2013 

$900.00 per week 
1 B/R, sleeps 4 - 5, 

fully equipped. 
514-340-1802 after 4 pm, 

514-945-2769 (cell).

Sunny Isles, Arlen House East.
One bedroom, 1 1/2 bathrooms.
21st floor. Furnished and newly
renovated, Parking. Available
immediate. Minimum 4 months.
$1, 950 monthly. 514-998-0078.

Sunny Is. Miami Beach, 2 br. 
2 ba. updated, all amenities, seas.
U.S.$2000/mo 410-531-3271.

Delray Beach, Florida. Comfortable
furnished 1 bedroom condo with-
in an active senior community
(Kings Point). Complete bathroom
and powder room. Upper level
with a lift. Synagogue nearby. 
Rent yearly or a minimum of 
3 months. 514-487-7238.

Delray Beach, Kings Pt. condo,
water view, 2/2, 1st flr., furn., tile
flrs, close to pool & bus, golf, 
club house, entertainment, seas,
$1200./mo. Call 516-244-1420.

Environ Towers on Inverrary Golf
Club, Ft. Lauderdale Adj., 24hr.
security, penthouse, immaculate
1800 sq. Ft., 2 Bdrm./2Bth., all
amenities included, $2,500/M,
Min. 3 months. 514-738-9993.

Century Village, Deerfield. Large
bright corner 1-11/2. Large
Bedroom. Garden apartment
across from pools. Minimum 
3 months. $1,500 monthly. 
David 1-954-698-6544.

Pompano, 2/2, updated, large
kit. with brkfst. bar, overlooking
lake, ens. lndry. rm., nr. golf crse.
& casino. Loc. mins. from hwy.,
beaches, shops & restaurants.
Nr. synagogue. Photos avail. Avail.
mid - Nov. Jason, 954-650-6063.

Renovated building, Hollywood.
1400 square feet. Two bedrooms,
fully equipped, flat TV. Panoramic
view. Intercoastal facing beach.
Minimum 3 months winter. 
516-824-0908.

Century Village, Boca Raton 
- Newly renovated. 2 Bedrooms,
1 1/2 bathrooms. Flexible 
dates (3 months preferred). 
514-951-7466.

Sunny Isles across beach.
Amazing view. Nicely furnished.
One bedroom, 1 spacious dining
and living room with balcony. 
1 1/2 bathrooms. KOSHER kitchen.
Available January 9th, Minimum
3 months. 450-973-9920 cell; 
514-691-9920.

Boca Raton/Polo Club, reno'd.
3 br. 4 bths. home, 3000 s.f. Avail.
season. $7500/mo. or sale. Social,
cultural, golf, 5 restaurants. 
416-447-8565/416-399-1900.

Cote St. Luc. Fantastic 3+1 semi
detached split. 2.5 bathrooms.
Renovated. Custom kitchen 
with extension. Beautiful 16X16
deck. High ceilings. Oak floors.
Large basement. Renovated 
bathrooms. Near shuls and
schools. 514-482-2653.

Ivry South. Four bedrooms, two
bathrooms. Fully equipped kitchen.
Washer/Dryer. Cozy, spacious,
two fireplaces. 10 minutes to 
Mont Blanc. Winter season. Mike
514-242-2035.

Portuguese lady looking for
cleaning job on weekends. Over
30 years experience. Very good
references. Maria 450-968-2663.

I would like to rent my two 
weeks of time sharing in Aruba.
Last two weeks of February. Ocean
front building. One bedroom, 
two full bathrooms, living room,
kitchen. Houses 4 people. Sharon.
514-685-3690; 514-808-7274.

PAINTING, WALLPAPERING,
CARPENTRY and GENERAL
REPAIRS. Installs locks, Samy 
514-601-5436. (No Saturday calls).

Yolande, graduate of the Provincial
Conservatory of Music; career
experience. Singing lessions. Vocal
technique and interpretation; also
spoken voice. 514-273-9393.
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Message to CJN 
Snowbirds

1) Arrange for Canada Post to forward The 
CJN to your winter address with the rest of 
your regular mail.
2) Advise our Circulation Department to 
suspend delivery until you return to Canada 
with your expiry automatically extended. 
You can still access the eCJN while away.
3) Arrange for our Circulation Department 
to redirect The CJN to your winter address 
at a cost of $10.00 per month for U.S. and 
foreign addresses.

This charge – payable by cheque, Visa, Mas-
tercard or American Express before departure  
covers the cost of additional postage incurred 
for out of country mailings.

Fax changes in your delivery to 416-932-2488 or call 
the Circulation Department at 1-866-849-0864 please 
notify us two weeks prior to your departure.

Cigar makers, both named Juan Carlos
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